Human listeriosis in Peru.
In a survey on listeriosis in Peru a study was made of 653 stool samples; material from 8 cases of perinatal death, in which a macroscopic diagnosis of listeriosis had been made at autopsy; 1 sample of vaginal secretion from a woman with abortion due to listeriosis; and 1 case of abscess which turned out to be an hematometra. The following results have been obtained: 1. From the faeces 7 isolates of Listeria (1.07%) were obtained: 3 belonged to L. monocytogenes serovar 4ab, 3 to L. innocua (the former "4g"--nownow serovar 6b) and 1 to L. monocytogenes serovar 4a. 2. The 8 strains of autopsy materials belonged to L. monocytogenes: 6 serovar 4b and 2 serovar 4d. 3. From the vaginal secretion L. monocytogenes serovar 4b was cultured. 4. The strain from the hematometra was identified as L. monocytogenes serovar 4b. The serovars 4a, 4ab and 4d are at this time the only ones identified in Peru as cause of human listeriosis. The serovars of serogroup 1/2 frequent in Western and primarily in Central Europe, were so far never cultivated.